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I hereby de dicate 

this vol1me o my Life and 

Woks to my beloved fiend , 

Col . Charl s A. Lindbergh , 

with whom I have spent 

many happy h ou s . 



.......... 

• 

I , Jean Matlo c k , have written 

this , my Autobiography , mainly be -

caus e it is a requisite of every Senior 

of R. H. S . In hep e para ion of thi s 

~ork I have aimed o se cu r e two esults : 

Namel to have this chosen as the Prize 

Book in th Exhibit and to ob t ain and 

hold the inue s of any possible reade . 

I , the aut or , wish to exp~ess my 

indebte ness to many peopl e who have ma e 

this book possible . The ,o diality w th 

whi h my fo mer works have been eceive 

gives me the hope that this book may also 

mee 
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My g reat - great grandfather Ki g , \\ i / 
a resident of Kentu c ky , mi grated 

to Indiana t o seek a wife becau se 

t h e women were bette look ing in 

this s t ate . He ma ried a g irl by the 

n ame of Woods a nd aftAr ch wandering from State 

to Sta t e , settled in Ti pton , whe re s ever~l child-

en were born to them , my g reat - g randfather , El isha 

King , be ing one . The above said great - great g rand­

father final ly wearied of a se ttle d a nd stap le life 

so , a fter get t ing a divorce and dividing the family 

fortune , 

girl , 

eloped with a y oung 

two guides and a 

bushe l basket 

of go l d and 

started for 

I owa . That 

branch of 

the family 

ever 

been heard of 1 

/ 



' 
since . 

Seve al years after his fathe 1 s disappearance 

Elisha ook nto himself a wife a nd settled near 

Rushvil By the f rst of his three wi ves , Martha 

King , my g andmothe , was acqui ed . A a monument 

to his wealth as well as to himself , Elisha had a 

memoria l , at the present time the 1 gest in East 

Hill Cemetery , erected . If you doubt mv wo d come 

a oun and we 11 hop into Ja- je - ha- ja and p ove this 

statement . 

On ~y grandfather Ma t loc k ' s si ewe find that 

Rethe fo dB . Hays , former president of the United 

States propos a to my g rea t - g a ndmothe who efused 

him due to he fact t hat he was just a poo lawye 

at the time . A few months l,ter she accepted Matlock 

, ho had sev, al f arms and plenty of cash to his 

c edit . Of this union came Noah Matlo k , my grand­

fa he , who int n ell in love with and ma ried 

llartha King . Six child en we re born to them and 

fathe was he second son , he being christened E nest 

King Matlock . 



Let u s no~ a ke up my maternal ancestors . Little 

is known of my forefathe sin thi s b anch of the family . 

My g e at g a ~dfather Webster a nd his wife lived in 

Aberdeen , Aberdeens h ire , Scotland . Thei r son , m. 

g a ndfathe r Webste , ma ied Anne Robinson , a daughter 

of the nobil · ty in Scotland , much againRt the wi shes of 

he parents . So g eat vas t he i ispleasure at this 

wedding that they isowned he a nd she was forced to 

i ve the emaind er of he life in ignorance of what 

became of th9m . 

Af t e living in Abe deen , for several years , they , 

with the i wo sons sailed to Canada i n 1844 . He re 

ten mo e ch "ldre n wee bo n . The oungest of these 

was my mothe r , Sara Webste . Vhen mother was about 

three yea s of age the family moved to Sault S t . 

Marie , whee all of her youth was s pent . It was here 

that s h e met Ernest Ma lock , who was teach i ng school 

thee . A roma n ce foll owed , culminating i n a marriage , 

when Mother was 28 . They made thei r fi rst esidence 

n Greenland , whe re my b ro ther , Billy , wa s born , but 

it was not t"ll they moved to Lan sing that I a ived -



on the scene . 

The Scotch, German and Irish of which I am com­

pose~ all blend together o make me a true Ame rican . 

Being part Scotch , I a m natu ally teased about being 

11 tight'' (maybe I a m, who knows ? ) . F om the German 

side come s my inclination to d ink ( wa er , mostly , 

a nd nothing st onger than cokes) . Lastly , f om being 

Irish I inhe it a love for the color Green , as every 

one in "Rushville should know by looking at me ( this 

liking has not always been limited to color alone) . 

ow , you know as much about my ancestors as 

I do . 



r 

The most momentou s and i gnif cant eve-n 

my l ife ( to my way of thi k ng ) was my 

whi h occu ed rrovembe 21 , 1911 . 

n imp o tant personage I was then 1 

Muc h more important than I h ve ve been in 

the seventeen years of my existen e following 

this incident . 

J/!y fi st s mile was seen by my Grandfather Ma loc k 

on the lOt of ,January , 1 912 , and the who le neighbor­

hood was c a lled jn to witness the event . I next pro ­

ceeded to laugh , on the 12th of Ma ch , much to the 

enjoyme n of Aunt Flo ence who was the sole o sever . 

My d ntal t ouble beg n on 

August n the y8ar 1 9 12 Wh8 I 

was nine months old . I prang 

a toothl And f om that time I 1 ve 

been a dai l y occup ant in a dentis 

chair . ( Wjtness Doc Sch i chte 1 s 

~ealth ) . 

My fi st manne of loc omotion 

lbegan in the form of c e ping when 

18th ay of 
, / 
, k 

7 I I 



nine months old . Xhls developed into a fist step the 

following December a t the age of 1~ months , d a y s . 

My fist appe arance at the table in Ju ly e nde d i n 

a calami ty , for while eating chicken b . o th I delibe ra t e ­

ly the w my spoon jnto the bowl , thus uin · ng several 

dispositi on s a nd the wal l paper . 

Aft e much gu gling a n d goo i ng I fj_nally spoke , 

and like moRt child r e n , my first wo d was 11 Mu vva", soon 

" followed by 11 Ookims" fo my brother I s ted ·y bear called 

"Snook i ms" . These wee soon followed b y ma ny bright 

sayings as I g rew older . The most importa nt of these 

a e !?. CO d ed thus ; 

uMy hurt my bac k door" , an 11 Billy made my good 

a nd mad 11
• 

Also t e followi ng : 

Mrs . Taylo r whom I called , "The Lady with the er 

in h f e ) had b een t eaching my Bible Ve ses . When 

ar iving home f ,er one of these less on s , I -exc laimed , 

11 Midnight , get down f rom the e , or Thou Sh alt not ente 

c k s 

t be Ki ngdom of He ave n 11
, upon se eing our black c at on the 

re · ge ator . 



My every move1116-flt was wat c hed with s olici 01 s 

e ye s . This was v y diffi ult fo I was con jnually 

unning away . I se~me to , ·ant to explo e the ount y 

o tho no th , south , east and west and he only thing 

th t would p event me f om ande _ing away was to tie 

me to che y tre • fuich hey d tl (L ttle 

BennY' s otebook . ) At times even this failed fo I 

wR.s known to chew the ope in two an in this way 

mak m. es cape . 

One Sun ay mo ning , after making mud pie , and 

ou lves being mu dier than he pies , Helen Smith , 

my playm e nd a pa ne in all my evilt y , and I 

decide we wan ted our Mothe rs who hap e ed o be 

in Church . Afte ou wea ied 1 g s brought us to our 

destina ion we wa lked up th middle isle of the chur h 

with our oll ca iages, with all eyes focused on us . 

As we wended ou way towar the ront , the mini s ter 

had to stop his add ess and cough behin his hand-

ke chief to e aj n his digni y , vhil the whole con-

g eg ion emained in convul sion s . 

Af e ~any mo e such inc idence s , we moved to 



De t roit where I stated my school career . This finally 

left the police and fire de partments of Lansing , who 

bad be0n called mo e than once to help in the searches 

for the lost ,Jean Matlock , in peac e . 



w the 

e of a moving van , w th me s eate d on the front 

(I have been told hat my firs moving van wa s 

a perambulato .) F om the time of my motorious birth 

until the p esent day , our hoursehold furniture , cats , 

a n dogs , an ourselves hav changed neighbo h oods 

thi te n times . 

Ha v ng been b orn in Rushville I made rrry fi rs t 

journ, jn the mo ving van at the age of 6 months , but 

the memories of this trip to Lansing are very indistjnct . 

In the f w y eas we rema ned in Lansing three d i ffe rent 

houses formed our home . Tiring o f the Capital Ci ty of 

Mi chiga n , a fter so long a time , we de cided to try ou r 

luck in a la g e 

city like ELSBURY PE 
TiRANsf'E~ 

--~-----



Det oit , where my Dad had been offe ed a posi ion in..-­

the Detroit T us Company . The Mo ving Van appeared 

again t • 

Detroit welcomed us with open arms , for a ll new­

com r are greeted thus , in a large ci ty . assachusetts , 

Moss and H1ghland Avenues all became t he place of our 

residence in tun . It was while we ~ere in a second 

house on Highland Ave . that Fathe found it necessary 

to move to Rushvill . Imagine rrry conste na ion at thi s l 

For I was must becoming well acquainted . 

Rushville tt Whata little , insignificant place 

it appeared to me , f esh from a city t11 I had no friends 

h e , and for seve al long months I remained without 

any . At last Muggi e Lambert came to my escue , and I 

becaITe well known . While he e , mn that trip , we moved 

three times ( thee must be my lucky number) , living 

in a small tenant house on our ranch while ou la ge 

home was being remodeled . 

In the midst of my good times here , when I was 

a seven B 1 z7,er , the family made plans to move back to 

Det oit a gain . I was heartbroken for 11 The Gang 1 had 



o'e'come an i mpo t an t part of my life . Neve theless , 

" Wha t was to be , h ad to be " and we returned to ou r 

former city home . 

De troit had lost all i t s g lamo for me a nd whe n 

I e ntered Hl ghland Park Jun ior Hi gh my old chums 

and I we e sep rated . I a gai n ma f riendships with 

a diffe ent c lass of girl s , whom I con tinued to go 

with du ing my stay there . I t was at this time hat 

two more moving van s were added to my col l ection (no t 

t he vans , really---- - but then .) 

At the e nd of my Freshman ye r g reat was my joy 

whe n I dis c ove e d that we were a gain leaving for 

Rushvi lle . Qu i t e differe nt thought s than the time 

before , arr nge d themselve s in my mind as we a pproach­

ed his ci ty , for it was then---and sti l l is , he " City 

of My Dre a ms . 11 

F o r the e s hot years we have li ved h e e and each 

o of tho se yeas has pro v d it se lf to be bette r th n 

t he one befo e . Rushvjll e is , a n w 11 a lway s be ; my 

home , whether in eali ty or in dre ams . 

Thirt ee n t r ips i n a moving van (rather an unlucky 



number ) andI fear there will be anothe soon . 

Rega dless , the thi teenth move has been the best 

a nd will always be considere so :---

May my home be in Rushville Forever 11 



othe ", is the mo s · pleasant wo in the wo 1 

to Our Mothers me a n so much to us , and yet , few 

~1f s really realize their worth an treat them with 

all the espe t that is due them . We just take them 

for g a n ted a nd don 1 t try to show ou a preciation fo 

them and vhat they have done for us . 

My Mother b as always been my closest companion . 

We ha ve g o e every whee and share eve ything together . 

In the a ·s t th ee year s since Mother a nd I have been 

alone quite a gre t de al , we have 

each othe be te , and have become 

tha n eve before . 

Ever Since I have been old 

enough to speak , I have gone t o 

my Mother with all my t oubles . 

Se is the most onlerful om­

forte in the Wold . Each 

di f cul ty seems to fade 

into noth · ngn.ess as she 

' c.:t.a l k s to me . 

come t o know 

close 



Some c hil dren can go to thei fathers with their 

tho·ughts , but my Dad ha s alwa y s se eme rather dista nt 

to me when it has c ome to comra eship . I h ave always 

and will alway s love him a great eal , but Mothe will 

always be fj st in my thought s and hJ art . 

One thing that I greatl -::r admi e in my Mo the is 

that she is such a GOOD SPO'RT . When "The Gang '' wants 

to h ave a n all around good time some one s ay s , 11 LET 1 S 

go to Matloc k 1 s" , fo everyone is wel come thee a t 

any time . 'l'here is usually a la ge g,:.oup there , fo 

we all head f o the " Mans on" in p eference to a ny 

o ,her place n Rushville . This is due , w thout a 

doubt , o the fact that My Mother has tried , a nd has 

succeede , in maki ng the home a p lace of joy , com­

radeship , go od- will and love . 

My Mo ther is a g ood athel~te . She enjoys ice 

skating and such s pots as much , a nd even mo e than I . 

As long as I can remembe , Mother has ente ed into 

a ll p o ts with me and has shown me how they should 

be done . In her youth , she was the best skate , rower , 

or hockey pl ay r in the neighborhood . She is eady 



fo anything nd eve r ything I may suggest . 

Let ' s give three c hee s , for those who have made 

us what we are and wh a t we hope to be ----- 11 0UR MOTHERS". 



nic kn~~ 

" That 01 Gang of i ne" is one of 

my favorite songs due to the fact of 

the memo ies jt e calls . That old 

gang of Mine includes Graciou s , J anie , 

Ruthi e , Wya tt , Ro se , Becky , and Bee . 

" Grac ious,11 ( she doesn ' t like the 

we cal l her that just the same ) has been 

on e of my closest f riend s because we have had s o many 

things in c onnnon . 11 1 like what s he likes , s h e like s 

what I like , everything we like we like ali ke . " G ace 

a nd two mas culine fri e n shave ente ed college and 

left me alone , but w will probably be togethe aga i n 

in sev ra l week s . 

" J a n ie ", a pal of mine s inc e my fist visit to 

Rush vi l le , is a g i 1 with whom I asso c - . %- ~ 
f r ~ F' ~ '\ 

';!,(lfc ,;;,,' /, = ~ 
~ -If(( l(fr-:-- ~ iate many en · o able outing s a nd 

ridi culous situ at ions . We have h a d ~ · Cf.J> ~ ~ 
~ ~ - JPl~ \ni, 

water fight s , fist fi ght s tongue ' ~ ·· y~ ~ 
' ~ -., if !!! ~ ( (((11, 

fights , and pillow ght s until ~ \ -~ 

we f eel like professional boxers . 

dless to say we are still the ·.. / 



c l oses t of frie nds and are s e e n everywhere t ogeth er . 

" Ruth i e " is the g irl who has enough b right iaeas 

a nd c heerfu l nes s to ke ep t h e g a ng going f o rever . Eve n 

t h ough s h e is not a stud e nt in ou r high schoo l her 

though t s a r e cen t e e d in t he a c ti vitie s of R. H. S . 

(esp e c ally · n a cer t a in Se n io r .) Whenever a p roj e c t 

fo r e xciteme nt i s on f oot we al l seek Ru thie wh o e nters 

i n w th a zeal and pu t s t h e t hine.; over . Cast y ou r 

e yes on the d r a win g s in this , my l ife h istory ,--- - -­

--- Ruth i e must h a ve a ll the c redit fo r the m. 

" Wya tt " i s cert a inl y a good chum if thee ever was 

one tll Much o f my t i me last s umme r was s pe nt in h 8 r 

company , b oth i n Rush vi l le a nd i n Bay Vie w, the si t e o f 

t heir summer cot tage . F rom mo r ning t i l l n i ght we h ve 

bee n t oge t her , i n work a nd i n p lay . But no w He s chel 

s eems to oc cupy mo s t o f her t i me a nd J ean i s le f t i n 

t he d a k . 

" Ro s e " , on e of the p opu l ar Lower • s o f We b b , and 

who h as become more p opul a since e nteri ng R. H. S ., 

is one o f my mo st recent f r iends , although no t one of 

the l~t i n my e steem. I c onsi er h e (along with the 



.. 

feed sto e lad an essential part in my midday repast . 

11 Becky 11
, a clas smate of mine , is always with tlie 

gang when it meets . Since Be c ky is so busy with her 

Morristown , Ga y , and I. U. boyfriends her t i me is 

petty well taken up without my company . Nevertheless , 

I think loads of her . 

11 Bee 11
, las t but no least , j a nother of the gang 

of recent d a te . She , he self is not enrolled in high 

school , but she thinks alot of ace t ajn , stout student 

who is . (In case you are in doubt , think of a nightin­

gale .) She is the popula si ter of Martha ' s flame . 

Th "s gang has pa ticipated in weiner oas s , pit ch­

in inners , bridge pa ties , bi thday pa tie , dances , 

tennis ma ches , and cross country flights , usually end­

ing up a t the Uptown w th a Bang Up Go odtime . But 

almost every gang nds up by inging , "The Wedding 

Bells a e Breaking Up that Old Gang of Mine 11 and ours 

wi ll probably prove no exception . Several yea s from 

now , most of us will have g one on our sepa ate ways 

with jut sweet thoughts of the gang of our youth • 



I -

In a fe v yea s , when I will look bac k on my Hi gh--+­

Schoo l ca ee , Girl Rese ve will b ald the fondes t 

me mories for me . I hav e -reveled in the work and 

enjoy e d it a s recreatioh . 

When · I e n e red Rushviile High as a Sop h omore , the 
,, 

Gi 1 Reserve c lub was recommended to me as t~e best 

all -

c lub in 

school . 

' cided t o 

was just one 

me an 

ied Sophomo ~e had 
r 

all t he little 

lone girl , a ne wcom-
, I 

Rehme , came to my 

" I , a wo m g rovel in the 

arou nd 

join . There, 

sore point to 

Jhat ~ ' ~ digfif ­

be recognized with 
I 

GREEN Freshmen . One 
110 
f om Dayton , Gra ce 

I 

Whe n it came time to say , 

your feet , most 
/ 

'honorab le elder" t o the whole s ch ool , we s toa d sid e by 
, I , 

sid e , Did I fe~l big t h e n , stapding by a Senior ? I T 
\ 

was then that my close f ri endship with Grace began . 

The following year I wa~ honoped ~y be "ng elec ted ) 
~ 



r 

hairman of t h e Social Committee . My committee worke 

we l f with me and the Social life of the c lub was werl 

c a e d f o r . We had a Cobweb pa ty , Christmas party -for-
. J.oo ' 

the poo ch ildren , Moth er a nd Daughter Ba nauet , Kid 
/ I t /° 

' ' ' t l party , weiner oas _and Se n ior Farewe 1 Luncheon . The 
~ 

Senio Lun heon was the first of its kind ever held here . 

I t called f or unl imited exe r Li on on the part o~ al l the 

g irls but our labors w~ e well rep aid b y the ~ge wel­

come it e c eived , At this lun cheon , as the wi nni ng 

p esid e nt , I took ch arge fo r the f
1

irst time . 

Being President e n itled m t o a 10 d ay ' s trip to 

Ca.mp Gra. in Saugatuck , Mich i gan . I t was my f irst 
l 

attenda nce at a cantp of a ny k ind a n I wouldn ' t have 
\ 

µiis s e d i fo r the world . 
3 <> a 

s h i p prevailed eve r ywhere . 

A fr i endlines s i nd c omr ade -

We wee al l the re fo~ the 

same purpose , to get everything out of the camp that 

we could ,----- - - - - and we did . 

The Pre sid e n cy of Girl Rese ve is i ndeed an offi ce 

whi ch h ol s g reat honor , but yet , the pa,th hasn ' t been 
, I, ' :::;cllQ_ 

a ll oses . Eve y t h ing went a l ong just f i ne until 
I r 

ockwood an M . Sellers decided thl;lt the 

r>'2 ~-...._~,., 
resident of 



(G . R. sho_uld give a talk before he Kiwanis a ~d Rotary7 

clubs . Then was when I wishe I had taken public 
\ I 

speaking . 

Taking charge at th~ .Mother and Daughte Banquet 
I 1 , 

was no easy ,ask and a fte it was ov,er I f elt Like 
J..( 0 " ' 

sinking th _ough the fl~or , but such a ppe a ances before 

the public wee essential . 

Thinking of pleasures along w,i th dyties , I con­

sid9 myself lucky , and I amp oud of he fact tpat I 
1 

am a Gir{ Rese ~e . 't.J ~ 

L 



" Pets l " What memories are e called 

Dogs , ats , p i gs , cows , hoses and 

c hickens , a ll l end the r support 

to my thoughts . 

Once upon a time n the p a st , a 

little pig was disco vered on the Matlock 

ranch . It grew an grew a n grew , due t o the a.are 

a nd watchfulness of the two little a t locks . One 

coul go out into the o cha d at any time and cal l , 

11 Yew Hoo " and the next thing a p ig would be seen 

r unning with all its might . Late r when the pig g re w 

to be a hog , it still retaine i ts name o f , "Yew Hoo" , 

whi ch stood it in g oo s-te a d when feeding time came , 

for , when it head t s name called , it woul d r ush from 

afa and each the gate hours~befo re its c om a es . 

Next in the t a in o f pets which p as s though my 

y is Jake , the Roo s ter . He 

would follow me a ound day i n 

and y out . Fi nal ly , af e 

-?f e.ar..s _ Qf aithful se vice , J ak 



. et is death , a nd Janie and I , to g ve him a oya l 

fune al , took him to King ' s oods whe _e we thew him 

into a c reek . I now presen to you , t h e creek , f om 

then on calle 11 Jake 1 s Rema n s . 11 

Tiger cats have a l way s been my spe c ialty an one , 

more than the es , dese ves mention . This is 11 Cricket " 

who lived wi th us fo 10 whole yeas . Some children 

a e called home by a whistle or call of some kind , but 

it was alway s my lot to be called by a bell . Whe 

"Cri ket " head t hat bell , be he nea o f from h ome , 

he al ~ay s won the . ace , and was at the do o tog eet 

me as I a p.f. oached . " Cr cket" fo ms a part of my 

childhood which w· 11 nev r be forgo tten . 

" Sunny Jim11 w s anothe old comrade who showed 

my many good times . In his young days be was a race 

hose , an when he grew ol d be n ver forgot is early 

life . enever he i s cove red a hose b si e him , it 

was all of , for " Sunny Jim" wa s going to leave him 

in the du s t o die in the attempt . More than once 

this proved fatal to Je an , who was unable to stick on 

i ithout a saddle . It was though J im ' s gent l ness an 



Kindness that I am able , at least , to make an attempt , 

at rd ng athe than hide in an earthen ·ar at the 

sight of a horse . 

One ay last winte Martha Wyatt thought of the 

bight idea of adding a stray dog to ou collection . 

Sbe looked all the st.ays in the nei ghborhood over and 

finally sent u s a do g by par el post . Of co rse we 

wee delighted------ - - - -----until--------- a week later 

when we had the og and 6 pups besides . Thu within 

a day ou menagerie was increased from thee to nine 

ogs . 

These few pets are only representative of the 

many which have fo me a part of ou household . Long 

livq the Ma lock animal fa m11111 
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It is a well - lmown and establishe 

fact to all he citizens of Rushville 

th t J a - .'e - h a - ja is my Ford . Thi Fo d 

h as con stant companion f o the three years I 

have been i n R. H. s . Ja- je - ha- ja , the I , a 1926 

model , a r ived on the scene in the f al l of 1926 . As 

the p oud owner of this car , I made my f i st a tempt 

at d . ving with Ha y as my instructor . No doubt he . 
was a capable tutor , a nd we wee getting along famous -

ly unti l the cosing of Pe kins and Thi d c me on to 

the h or i zon . H ry sai , 11 S1 m on the brakes and take 

it a t an angle , " but my feet refused to function prop­

erly a nd I slammed ·on the gas instead . 

Resu lt-----a lo s of equilibrium and 

two broken sp ings . rl 

Afte r conquering the @Ero 

ntri acies oft is tin can , 

gave me wo ye a s of ------

dep ndable se vice . It 

was always h ol lering fo 



food and d ink until poo Jean atlock 1 s hand seeme 

t o be always eaching fo he pocket ook . At last , 

much a a·nst its wishes , it me an ignominious death 

n the junk heap . 

a - je - ha- h a , the II , then came into view , afte 

muc anti ipatio on my part . Wi th is shiny blue 

body a n b illiant tin ware we rove down lain Street 

fo the first time vith all eyes upon us . Diving to 

school eve y da y it became a fixed obje ton Perkins 

street from eight till four , and then it could be 

seen w n in is way ou Roa 3 to the Gravel Pi 

(for t ha t was as jm or t ant a art in my daily routine 

as my atten ance at las ). Al hough othe stu ents 

have ca s , mine seems to be th best and almos a s 

popular , if not mo e popular than "The Town Car ." 

Incas you are int0rested in knowing the 

meaning of the name Ja - je - ha- .i a , obse ve the clippings 

given belov , f om an old Rushl ' te . 



s~{I Y-ts 

I bave attempted practically every kin of spo 

\ the ma ke and yet I won 1 t feel my 1 st 
\ 

co plete , until I have b oken my neck ( or 

less important part of my anatomy ) with 

the pole vault . Ho seb c kriding is the favo te , 

tennis and swimming running a close second and third . 

There is no reason why horsebackriding should head #my 

list , for I have had so many opportunities to meet my 

death in the ditch , that it seems logical that I choose 

a safer recreation and give up horses foreve . How ­

ever , I live on thrills and ho sebackriding fu n · shes 

my nutrition . 

It has always been my ambition to ,.lay tennis like 

Hayes Readle and Artie 



1 lson . Af t er playing a great de al , I fina l ly succeed-
7 

ed i n defe a ing Ha yes , but o ly when Ar t ie was my part-

ner . When beating Hayes I al o had the pleasu e of 

inning f rom Ma rtha iyatt , and everyone k nows what a 

g ood p l ayer Ma tha is ( a n ind irect compl i ment to my­

self ) . It was a great feat to bea t Martha for Lowell 

Richard son was always thee to ke ep score a nd i n va iab­

l y ooting for Ma tha . Af t e playi ng th-ree h o t set s 

a nd b i ng hott ourse lves , we would make a wi l d u sh 

to any c a available a nd go for the Pit . 

I e n ,;oy swimming most any pla ce , ( e ven in he 

bathtub ), but the Conne svill swimrning pool and the 

Gravel Pi t ar p efe e . On days whe n I h ave plenty 

of time J a - je - h a - ja , full to i t s e nt i e cap a t 
' 

t ave ls 

the bumpy road to tbe city of our oit te st enemies , the 

Spa tans , (much as we hate the Spartans , we s u rely love 

the i swimming hole) . But vhen it is impossible 0 

drive 18 mi les , we cbo o e t he Gave l Pi t a nd are content . 

My experiences t he e a e desc ibed in the Chapter en it ­

led the Gra vel Pi . 

L Afte ti n g of eartb;lcy sports I go to the Circl -



• 

ivi l le ai po t and jump into my favorite airplane , 

"The Spirit of Cowtown 11 and soar to heights 

unknovm • 

l... 
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~ 1 ~ From April till Novembe my thought s a e center 

around f?.._.~~ the gravel pit . Having traveled the road 
Y/1 '1 

' ·~ d aily , J a - je - ha - ha , my trusty ( dusty ) 

•' ~ ) ford , can find the way without guidance . 

If>' 
On arriving each d ay , we would make 

a wild dasb to see who could reach the 

d "ving platform, in the cente of 

he p i t , first . Usual l y af t er each­

ing our destination , tee follo we a 

~ hea t ed a gume nt t o decide j st whi ch 

~one was the victor . Eve yone seeme 

to uphold himself in his matter , show-

he modest, of my as s ociates . Charlie 

Davis , a well known expert in s wimming , 

diving , and o her watery feats , was 

u suall y laude d the winner . This was an 

·bono r for which I strive d and after 

many hours of long d istance swimming , I 

t last h ailed "Queen of the Pit . " 

Of course this was just for one after­

nevertheless I was thcil~ed . 



( To t iink that I was the fastest swi mmer there 11l (Cha~~ie 

must have broken his leg -- a catastrophe I 1 ve never been 

able to e gret .) 

It was at the gravel pit t hat I learned to dive . 

Of all the · diffe ent types --my favo ite was t h e frog dive , 

although , . after much exertion on my part , I also master ­

ed the s wan dive . Anoth er favorite pastime was diving 

for rock . At first it seeme d as though I never could 

each the bot om , and I decided it was fathomless , b t , 

sin ce I saw o hers gong down and bringing up handfuls 

of stones , I made up my mind tot y , try a gain . Thi s I 

did , and now I feel like I could apply as a deep sea 

diver . 

Besides these activities the g ravel pt was a site 

of many of our we ner roasts . Knicker - c lad , we would 

scou t around the neighborhood , for wood wi th wh "cb to 

build ou fie . Having eaten , we would replen sb the 

fire and t he n si t around i singing songs to the ac ­

companiment of a ukelele . These s ongs invariably start ­

ed and ended with those so we ll known to R. H. S . 

ooters . Mfeanwh le , we would gaze out over the still 

• 



waters o~ the most pleasant place i n the world to me --­

TBE GRAVEL PIT . 

DtJ 
e-



r Tbe Uptown Shoppe ' i . e., the student I s fl hangou~' ~ 

is probably the busiest place in town a fter 

every social activity . All 

conversation here 

or palaver , fo 

whe n deep argument s ' 

s u ch subjects as 

hypnotism , or spirit ­

tion Physics . Af t er 

dis c u ss ions , we are 

Rushville has s ome 

after all . 

the 

. 
. 

masculine , 

there are time s 

are in progress on 

predestination , 

ua lism, not to men­

listening to t hese 

c onvinced that 

l e arned citi zens 

Even with such 

Be cky , Newhous and 

competit on as Janie , 
\ 

R &.I S l..\ ~ S · othe s , Henriette , 

,the phonograph remains the most popular personage in 

Lt-he shoppe . She gets more nickels s pent on her than_J 



anyone else p esent . She especial ly claims the atten­

tion of 01Jr weal thy individuals a nd musi c love rs . 

Many stray ni c kels a n dimes are s pent on coke s , 

phosphates , toastwiches , weet Maries , a nd other sweets , 

though I am willing to bet that Harry and Junior spend 

most of thei cur ency f or broke glasses . We u sed to 

o d er, a f lavo ed coke s , bu t now the prime favo ite is 

a chocolate c one . By this (as well as by oll n. s kat ­

ing and ma ble games ) we Jmow that Spring has ome tl 

As time passe s, the ticking of the ala m l ock on the 

show case is a gentle reminder of lessons still to be 

studied , and finally the gang leaves , one b y on e , in 

pa irs , crowds , or with dates . After one more lingering 

glance , we wend our way homewa d with j ust one thought , 

11 Long Live the Uptown . 11 

rd -



At h e imma ~u re age o . hree , I made my debut in o 

~he Lans · ng Theatrical Ci r cle , as a tight ope - walke r . 

These pe fo man,es we re held n the vacant lo t in back 

of my hous e ; the admit t ance fee was 10 pi n s . ( safety , 

at that .) Afte many humiliations while practicing , 

my crowning mo tification came at the opening perform­

ance , when , h aving t r veled perilously to the centq r 

of the platform on a rope stretched about 5 inch0 s from 

the floo , my umbrella decided to collap se . Sin ce three 

stay s had been b ro ken before st rting , I wasn t su_p is -

ed , but m rely embarrassed o 

ext ent of 

tears streaming down my 

ch eek s . This , I con ­

cluded , would be my 

last public appear ­

a nce , but the gods 

of fate de eded o ther-

wise . 

This was prove d several ye ars 

1
later , whe n according t o my mothers 

I 

he 



wishe s , Is udied elocution . I was such a s u ccess in 

t h is , that a fte r six month s study I gave a n ext e n sive 

r e ading before Col . Ch a l es A. Lindbergh, h i mself . 

De t oit sur ely lost a ge n i u s whe n I , Jean Ma t loc k , 

mov 0 o Rush ille , I ndiana . Whi le matriculati ng i n 

the Bushville Hi gh Sch ool I took pat i n several 

ope e t as a nd St u1t Sh ows , and i n my Jun · or --:rear I 

wa f atured in the Cla ss play , t a k i ng h e part of 

Peaches . As h e heroine , I was t o f a l l i n love wi t h 

Spud , t h e hero . This I r eadi l y d i d---n o t on l y on t h e 

s t a g e but in e a l l ife as wel l . I ndeed , I t h ought s o 

much of Spud that I ch ris e ne d my f avo i t e d og a f t e r 

h m. 

The a pex i n my ca e e r came ( I t h ought ) when 

I was ch osen -o t a ke the par t o f No a i n t h e Sen io 

Class Play , " The Absent Mi nded Br d e g r o om . " This 

pla y wa s h a i l ed as a great 0 uccess bo th fi n a n c i al ly 

a nd i n performan c e . Many l aughs wee p r ovoke d by h e 

ac t i n g of Owe n Stamm , a classmate , taking the part o f 

Pe t e Pe te s on , al ias The Ab se n t Mi nded 

After wo k i ng s o h a d to g e t my pate n al 



·" 

parent married I feel I am qui e capable of getting 

myself wedded at any moment I shoul choose . However , 

I feel my calling is not a mar ied life , and since tbjs 

wold needs profes s ional ac tresse s , I feel obliged to 

give all my time a nd abili y to this sot of work . 

It now appeared that the height of my success h ad 

not arrived wi th the Se n ior Class Ply . Sev ral d ay s 

a go , I re c ived a pe emp o y teleg m from Flo ~ie g ­

f j ld , tell i ng me to visit h is Ne w York Studio as soon 

as I w s g raduated . eedless to s ay , I contribu te this 

desirable summons to my activities in i gh School . 
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